ANGKOR, A PILGRIMAGE

fury, not understanding that shocks and violence
are the least terrible energies of destruction. Yet
perhaps if these old Brahmins could return and
see this Angkor which they built and consecrated
to one destroyer, crumbling at the hands of
another, they might fashion a new god ; and the
Siva that the wisdom of the twentieth century
would create might be more awful than the other,
menacing with no penalties by which any imagin-
able evils could be expiated, but passive as
Buddha, relentless and expressionless as the
illimitable void.

But this Siva without fangs, the unseen im-
palpable destroyer, would be a conception to
paralyse all effort. So that if the Kmers had any
presentment of such a god they would not have
built Angkor ; or they would have built it sadly,
knowingly, without pride, as one might say,
" Accept this our offering, the monument of our
littleness. For even this Angkor, the work of a
race, the labour of centuries, is as a grain of chaff
to be swept away at thy nod."

But that was not the spirit of these Aryan
invaders, whose gods fought by their side, drove
chariots, and were as intimately involved in the
national campaigns as those of Troy. Humility
in the East is a Buddhist growth, and it was not
until the philosophy of Sakya Muni penetrated
to the Tonle Sap that the building of Angkor was
checked. Five hundred years after the birth of
Christ, when the work was completed, it seems,
save for the chiselling of a single pillar, the sacred
Buddhist books were introduced into Cambodia
from Ceylon and the temple was given over to the
new cult. With the new influence the religious
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